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Who we are 

Forestry Science 

Å QG Department of Employment, Economic Development and 

Innovation DEEDI (formerly DPI&F) 

 

Å 45 researchers at Dutton Park, Salisbury, Gympie and Mareeba 

 

Å Primary focus:- Establishment of a Qld hardwood plantation industry 

ïSelecting species that can be grown in available regions 

ïGenetic improvement for form, growth, disease resistance, etc 

ïPlantation and pest/disease management systems 

ïDeveloping products to best use plantation hardwoods 

ïDeveloping processing systems for plantation hardwoods 

ïUtilisation options for hardwood thinnings 
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Drivers for current research 

Å Native hardwood forest logging from Crown lands 
phased out by 2023 

 

Å Plantations to provide substitute resource, around 
20-yr rotation 

 

Å Qld Government are expecting the private sector 
to establish and manage the plantations 

 

Å Limited hardwood plantations established until 
2000 

 

Forestry Science 
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Drivers for current research (cont) 

 

Å Current area approx. 68,000 ha but mostly 
managed for pulpwood 

 

Å Industry requires a further 50,000 ha for sawlogs 

 

Å Limited availability of suitable land at the right 
price - economic challenges 

 

Å Forestry Science research aims to: 

ï remove impediments to private investment 

ï provide technical solutions to efficient 
utilisation of fast-grown wood material 

 

Forestry Science 
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Forestry Science 

ÅGenetic: species ï hybrids ï clones 

ÅPropagation 

ÅEstablishment ï site selection, matching and 

mapping, soil, nutrition, physiology, silviculture 

ÅForest Growth and Modeling 

ÅHealth ï pest and disease 

ÅWood quality 

ÅWood processing and products 

ÅWood performance ï durability 

ÅMarket assessment 
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On The Forest Side  

ïWhat is needed? 

ÅImproved germplasm 

ÅMAI forecasts 

ÅBetter matching of 

species to sites 

ÅSpecies better adapted 

to climate change 

ÅTargeted plantations 

grown for particular 

products (e.g. high value 

wood products such as 

sawlogs, veneer logs, 

poles). 
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Trial locations 
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Taxa under test across taxa trials 

 
Å120 Species 

Å43 Eucalyptus sp. and 8 Eucalypt hybrids 

Å6 Corymbia sp. and 5 Corymbia hybrids 

Å33 Acacia sp. 

ÅMelaleuca, Tectona, Grevillea, Khaya, etc. 
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Core study species: 
Å Southern ï central Queensland 

ï Corymbia citriodora subsp. 
variegata & Corymbia hybrids 

ï Eucalyptus cloeziana 

ï E. argophloia 

Å Northern Australia 

ï E. pellita 

ï Khaya senegalensis 
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E. cloeziana 

7 YO 9 YO 
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Wood characterisation C hybrids (age 8 years) 
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3 yo clones in the Burnett 

north west of Hivesville 


