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Introduction

• Environmental regulation – where is this all coming from?

• The issue with GBCA and its timber credit

• What's the fuss and is it just a fad?

• GreenStar – what is it and how does it work?

• What’s industry been doing to address the issue?

• The latest position

• Next steps

• What you can do
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Material Consumption



TPC Solutions Pty Ltd

Environmental Specifications

GreenStar
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The Issue

Mat-8 Sustainable Timber

Two points are awarded where 95% (by 

cost) of all timber products used in the 

building and construction works have been 

sourced from  any combination of the 

following:

- Reused timber;

- Post-consumer recycled timber; 

or

- Forest Stewardship Council 

(FSC) Certified Timber.

Highly restrictive 

and virtually 

impossible to 

achieve
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What’s the fuss?

Isn’t it just a fad 

with little market interest? 
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What’s the Fuss

Plywood  Statistics - m3   (Source: ABARE) 

2005/06 2006/07 % change change

Consumption 346,000 361,000 4% 15,000

Production 145,000 130,000 -10% -15,000

Exports 3,700 13,100 254% 9,400

Imports 204,800 244,000 19% 39,200

NZ 74,500 86,200 16% 11,700

China 35,400 50,600 43% 15,200

Indonesia 42,200 42,800 1% 600

Malaysia 22,400 25,400 13% 3,000

Finland 2,800 3,700 32% 900

Consumption 

4% increase

Production 

10% decrease

Imports

19% increase

Local formply manufacturers are 

advising of missed sales 

opportunities
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What’s the Fuss

Australian 

produced FSC 

timber is limited

FSC: Plywood CoC certificates
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Is it Just a Fad?

A union of national councils whose mission is to 

accelerate the transformation of the global built 

environment towards sustainability. 

The current member nations of the WorldGBC 

• represent over 50% of global construction activity, 

and 

• touch more than 15,000 companies and 

organisations worldwide.

World Green Building Council
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Currently 12 full members

WorldGBC Membership

Australia Brazil     Canada  India      

U.K. Japan      

Taiwan    New Zealand   Germany      U.S.       

Emirates
Mexico      

World Green Building Council
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Next Generation

Emerging Green Building Councils

• Argentina Green Building Council 

• Colombia Green Building Council 

• Poland     Green Building Council 

• Vietnam   Green Building Council 

• Romania  Green Building Council 

• Dutch       Green Building Council 

• Italy          Green Building Council 

• Spain       Green Building Council 

• Hong Kong 

• South Korea 

• Costa Rica 

• Turkey 

• Philippines 

• Singapore 

• Chile 

• Malaysia 

• Italy 

• Israel 

• Spain 

• Saudi Arabia 

• Portugal 

• Netherlands 

• China 

• Nigeria 

• France 

• Thailand 

• Egypt 

Countries who have expressed 

an interest in forming a green 

building council and seeking 

membership with the 

WorldGBC.
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SB08

World Sustainable Building Conference

• 2,100 delegates

• From over 60 countries

• Over 500 papers with over 350 papers & 
presentations delivered

• Government & property sector very well 
represented
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Green Building Council of Australia

• GBCA launched October 2002,                          

today employs around 40 full time staff and 

has over 600 members

• GBCA’s mission:

To define and develop a sustainable 

property industry in Australia and to 

drive the adoption of green practices 

through market based solutions.

• One of GBCA’s  main activities has been the 

development of the Green Star Rating Tool
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Environmental rating tool created to:

• Establish a common language for discussing 

green sustainable buildings

• Set a standard of measurement for green 

buildings

• Promote integrated, whole-building design

• Recognise environmental leadership

• Identify building life-cycle impacts; and

• Raise awareness of green building benefits

GreenStar Rating Tool
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Originally, there were 4 Green Star 

rating tools–

•Office Design

•Office As Built

•Office Interiors

•Office Existing Buildings

Green Star - Tools

6 new tools in the last twelve months
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How does it work?
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Green Star - Assessment

8 Environmental Categories
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Green Star - Assessment

 

Environmental 

Category 

Points 

Available 

Points 

Achieved 

Category 

Score 

Weighting Weighted 

Score 

Management 12 7 58.3% 10% 5.8 

Indoor Air Quality 27 14 51.9% 20% 10.4 

Energy 27 17 63.0% 25% 15.7 

Transport 10 6 60% 10% 6.0 

Water 13 4 30.8% 12% 3.7 

Materials 20 8 40% 10% 4.0 

Land Use & Ecology 8 3 37.5% 8% 3.0 

Emissions 13 5 38.5% 5% 1.9 

Category Total 130 64  50.6 

 Innovation Credits 3 

 TOTAL SCORE  53.6 
 

Materials Credits

• Recycling waste storage 2

• Re-use of façade 2

• Re-use of structure 4

• Shell and core or integrated fit-out 3

• Recycled content of concrete 3

• Recycled content of steel 2

• PVC Minimisation 2

• Sustainable timber 2

Total  20
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Green Star - Assessment

 

Environmental 

Category 

Points 

Available 

Points 

Achieved 

Category 

Score 

Weighting Weighted 

Score 

Management 12 7 58.3% 10% 5.8 

Indoor Air Quality 27 14 51.9% 20% 10.4 

Energy 27 17 63.0% 25% 15.7 

Transport 10 6 60% 10% 6.0 

Water 13 4 30.8% 12% 3.7 

Materials 20 8 40% 10% 4.0 

Land Use & Ecology 8 3 37.5% 8% 3.0 

Emissions 13 5 38.5% 5% 1.9 

Category Total 130 64  50.6 

 Innovation Credits 3 

 TOTAL SCORE  53.6 
 

Building being assessed
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Green Star - ratings

Rating Score Represents

One Star  10 Minimum Practice

Two Star 20 Average Practice

Three Star 30 Good Practice

Four Star 45 Best Practice

Five Star 60 Australian Excellence

Six Star 75 World Leadership

53.6 

points
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Green Star Projects

90 certified projects 

(as at 1 September 2008)

Only 2 have been able to 

achieve the  

Sustainable Timber Credit
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Green Star - Voluntary

Until recently the use of 

the Green Star rating tools 

has been voluntary 

6 Star

Melbourne City Council’s

CH2
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Green Star - Mandatory

Today ‘5 Star GreenStar’ is a 

minimum requirement for all 

new government buildings or 

refurbishments in:

• Victoria

• Queensland
(4 Star for refurbs)

• South Australia
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Chronology of Events

• 2002 GBCA launched

• 2003 - First GreenStar Tool ‘Office Design’ launched

• 2004 – Timber industry first became aware of Mat-8      

• 2005 – major formal submission from industry to GBCA

• 2005 – 2006 extensive lobbying efforts        

• Nov 2006 GBCA finally agreed to meet with industry –

Technical Assurance Committee

• August 2007 GBCA provided a formal response to Nov 06 

meeting proposing a ‘credit review’    

• January 2008 GBCA released an updated credit for public 

comment 
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Current Mat-8 Timber Credit

Mat-8 Sustainable Timber

Two points are awarded where 95% (by cost) of all timber products 

used in the building and construction works have been sourced from 

a any combination of the following:

- Reused timber;

- Post-consumer recycled timber; or

- Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified Timber.
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Recognition of AFS and PEFC

along with FSC - positive

1 point - 60% of timber compliant

or

2 points - 95% of timber compliant

Proposed Changes to Mat-8

Sustainability Criteria

Concerns with practically 

demonstrating

• Level of Chain of Custody

• 3 ENGO ‘emo-messages’ 

• Conversion

• Old-growth

• Biodiversity
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Jan-Feb 08: Public Review period of draft credit

Feb 08: Stakeholder workshops

May 08: Formation of Timber Expert Reference Panel

Review of GreenStar’s Mat-8

Green Building Council of Australia – Proposed Process June 08
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Mr Craig Heaton: Chairman – former Chair of GBCA

Mr John Kerin AM - Australian Economist and former Labour Politician

Assoc Professor Greg Nolan - University of Tasmania. 

Mr Hamish Crawford - Director, Calium Pty Ltd 

Dr Rod Keenan - University of Melbourne. 

Dr Glen Kile - Forest and Wood Products Australia

Mr Chris Taylor - RMIT Centre for Sustainability and Design.

Review of GreenStar’s Mat-8

Invitees to Timber Expert Reference Panel

Selection criteria:

Objective, informed and non-aligned
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June 08: Review of submissions & workshop feedback

July-Sept 08: TERP review of credit

Sept 08: GBCA to release amended credit

Nov 08: Final Mat-8 to be sent to GBCA Board for approval

Review of GreenStar’s Mat-8

Green Building Council of Australia – Proposed Process June 08

Jan-Feb 08: Public Review period of draft credit

Feb 08: Stakeholder workshops

May 08: Formation of Timber Expert Reference Panel
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GBCA advised 1 September 2008

• ñOver the past few months the GreenStar team had been working 

to revise .....the Expert Reference Panel participants.  It is 

imperative that these processes are realistic and transparent...ò

• TERP to be expanded from original 6 participants to 13

The Latest Position

Industry Response

• Direct response to GBCA expressing concerns

• Joint NAFI/A3P letter to the Prime Minister & other Federal Ministers

• Additional letters to State Premiers & relevant Ministers

• Meeting with GBCA ED: Assoc reps + CFMEU & TCA



TPC Solutions Pty Ltd

The New TERP

Final additional TERP Members

Jana Blair,    Aust Forest & Trade Network Coordinator, WWF

Fred Gale,    School of Government, University of Tasmania

Genevieve Scarfe,  Sustainable Develop Manager, Bovis Lend Lease

Mr Craig Heaton: Chairman

Mr John Kerin AM

Prof Greg Nolan

Dr Rod Keenan

Dr Glen Kile

Mr Chris Taylor

Mr Hamish Crawford has withdrawn
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26 Sept: First meeting of TERP

Week 22 Oct: GBCA Technical Steering Committee (TSC) update

31 Oct: Second TERP meeting

12 Nov: GBCA Board update

Nov-Dec 08: Revised draft credit prepared

Feb 2009: Final revised credit sent to TSC

March 2009: Revised credit publically released

April 2009: Revised credit integrated into GreenStar

Latest Review Timetable

GBCA – Proposed Process  30 September 2008
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TERP – Process to Date

• TERP has now met twice – next meeting December

• Confidentiality agreements restrict information

• Meetings have been positive and balanced but all 

members very cautious

• Illegal timbers – identified as key issue

• Trying to determine a fair process to assess all 

certification schemes

• Unsure about meeting proposed timeframes

• Also TERP is only an advisory group – final decision 

with GBCA TSC and Board
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Next Steps

• The TERP process will continue to be 

supported

• The push for a scientifically based full life 

cycle approach for material assessment will 

continue    (BPIC ICIP Project)
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What can you do

• Keep EWPAA informed of 

o any customer feedback relating to GreenStar

o any occurrences where you feel your business has 

been disadvantaged by the current GreenStar 

specification

• Continue to support the industry associations work to 

correct these current anomalies

• Learn more about certification and investigate the 

benefits of Chain of Custody certification for your 

business
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Questions?

EWPAA CONFERENCE

Monday 10th November 2008


